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| Ir was ſtated to the Preacher, in very polite and] 
ſtrong terms, by the Reverend Sir Charles Cave, AF 


- 9 


Baronet, (in the chair that the publication of the Y 


ſome degree, that 1mportant Object for which it 4 
was delivered : And indeed the very handſome mane 3 
ner in which a Subſcription was opened and pro- 1 | 

moted by the Governours preſent, will inſure at all Z 
events, ſome emolument to the Charity, from the | 
circulation of printed copies. 


With this /e view, (aided, indeed, by the | 
collateral motive of a reſpectful attention to the \ 
Board of n the Sermon is committed 0 4 
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4 . 
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iv. PREFACE. 


deſervedly, conduce to ſo good an end, it is hoped 
and believed, that the humble means which are 


employed will be candidly received and readily excuſed. 
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From the mode of Publication, and from the 
price affixed, the Friends of the Charity, in all 
parts of the County, will immediately perceive that 
an effort is thus made in the nature of an appeal 
to their preſent liberality as well as future exertions; 
not by any eſtimate of the Value of their Purchaſe, 
but upon the Principle of a generous Donation for 
the beſt purpoſes, in the Form of a Payment. 


Is rock, September 23, 
1798. 
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A SERMON, &c. 


ACTS, CHAPTER THE 20th, VERSE 39. 


64 Remember the words of the Lord Jeſus, how he Kail t ts 


„ more bleſſed to give than to receive.” 


Bren EVOLENCE is ſelf. inſtructed—a mind charitably 
diſpoſed will anticipate the force of argument, and prevent 


the pleadings of neceſſity. 


Benevolence is ſelf-rewarded: nor is it a derogation from 


the merits of benevolence, to fay that its reward is ſelf-exiſtent 


and ſecure. It rather argues its uncommon excellence, that no 
poſſible concurrence of human circumſtances can defeat the 
effects of ſo divine a caule ! 


Inſtances will occur, no doubt, in which the views and 


actions of benevolence may be diſappointed or abuſed, through 


the fallible condition of ſhort-ſighted mortality, and from the 


; ingenious wickedneſs of abandoned impoſtors. Still, I ſay, the 


B 2 „ prime 


6 1 
principle of this high-born quality poſſeſſes an indefeaſible 


reward. A ſecure recompenſe ariſes from the amiable texture 
of its innate feelings: —it has intended a kind action and fo 
far it enjoys a ſelf-gratification, which the world can neither 
give nor deſtroy ; it is alſo conſcious of a future bleſſing, and 
ſure of an immortal recompenſe, which the powers of language 


are unable to expreſs, and the very powers of imagination are 


unable to conceive ! 


effects of a charitable conduct. Shall I then, preſume to eſti- 


the ſame heaven-deſcended principle is capable of yielding, 
when the ſeed which is ſown by its generous exertions, is 
ſown—as in the preſent inſtance, in a fruitful and deſerving 


| ſoil! 
Is it a ſmall thing, when the caſualties of life are conſidered, 
and (as it muſt often happen) for the preſervation | of their 
very lives? | 

Is it a ſmall thing, when the bitterneſs of pain, the ſeve- 
are remembered, that a provident charity ſhould unfold its 
doors for the ready reception of afflicted objects; ever anxious 


and impatient to leſſen that bitterneſs, to alleviate that ſeverity, 
and to remove thoſe diſadvantages ! 


Such, then, are the pooreſt fruits and the moſt limited 


mate that richer ſatisfaction, that unbounded harveſt, which 


that edifices ſhould be raiſed, ſupported, and I truſt, perpetuated 
for the aſſiſtance and ſervice of our indigent fellow-creatures, 


rity of diſaſter, and all the diſadvantages of diſabled poverty 


1s 
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| Is it a ſmall thing when you contemplate the victims of 
moon-eyed madneſs, whether in the horrid filence of deep 
melancholy, the ſhocking playfulneſs of unconſcious phrenzy, 
or the louder ravings of terrible diſtraction— Is it a ſmall thing 


to baniſh and diſpel this awful variety of woe—to bid reaſon 


reaſſume her ſeat—to animate once more the ſmile of cheerful-- 
neſs—and renovate the glow of health? 


Is this a feaſt of doubtful gratification? Are theſe the means. 
of ſecondary joy? Is it even poffible, in ſcenes of this nature, 
that the reſcued objects of your bounty can themſelves expe- 
rience in heartfelt gratitude what you muſt experience in men- 


tal delight? Where is the man, even when he finds himſelf. 


renewed in ſtrength ; his limbs, as it were, given back to him 
again in eaſe and vigour, for the purpoſe of honeſt labour; 


when he finds himſelf reinſtated in his own little dwelling, 
and in all thoſe endearments of domeſtic life, the loſs of which 
had lately ſo increaſed his miſery, while his joys are now en- 


hanced by their welcome return, in filial, in parental, or in 


conjugal attachment;—where is the man, even thus happy and 
thus grateful, whoſe feelings can rival the ſenſation of thoſe 
Ty bounty, under FOOTE, has beſtowed ſuch bleſſings! 


In the proſecution of my preſent views, let me call your 


particular attention to that golden precept which IN{TOGUOREL my I 
diſcourſe: —** It is more Bleſſed to give than to receive,” 


— 


[ 8 1 


It is obſervable, that St. Paul has quoted this paſſage as 
the words of the Lord Jeſus,” though the precept is not expreſs- 
ly recorded in any of the goſpels among the diſcourſes of our 
Saviour, — The Spirit of it, however, is alive in all his ſentiments, 


and the illuſtration of it is prominent in every action of his life! 


But I do not offer the text as if it needed explanation; for its 


purport will ſufficiently authenticate its origin, and the hearts 


of ny hearers' will beſt explain it. 


I have choſen it rather as a conciſe but comprehenſive 
leſſon, a plain but forcible direction which we all muſt un- 
derſtand, and which we all may aſcertain! It is a precept 
which each of us would do well to imprint upon the memory; 
to carry it about with us in future life, approving our remem- 
brance by our practice of it, as well upon this bleſſed oppor- 
tunity, as upon many ſmaller, yet bleſſed occaſions! 


At the ſame time, if explanation be not requiſite, ſome 


little diſcuſſion and ſome little enforcement of the text may be 


appoſite and uſeful. To theſe I ſhall add a concluding infe- 


rence, which many will more properly anticipate, but which 
none can preſs with a more cordial conviction of its truth, or 
with a warmer wiſh to promote its e 


To declare the ſuperiour bleſſedneſs of giving, is by no 
means to form an invidious compariſon between the giver and 
receiver. No inference is intended by it, to place the receiver 


in 
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in a diſadvantageous point of view. It is merely a ſtrong 
and moſt expreſſive recommendation of the duty and the hap- 
pineſs of practical benevolence, The receiver's mind may be 
equally benevolent, though his powers do not ſecond his wiſhes: 
He may therefore conſole himſelf with the conſciouſneſs of 
good intentions, and if he rightly exert himſelf in the diſcharge 
of thoſe duties to which his powers are extended, his ſtate is 
no leſs bleſſed, his recompenſe no leſs ſecure! There is there- 
fore no diſparagement implied by theſe words; and if a man, 
becauſe his better means have placed him in the claſs of givers, 
can admit a ſentiment of proud ſuperiority above the pooreſt 
receiver of his bounty, that man's charity, that man's religion 


1s Vain, 


It was proper, I conceive, to offer this remark, but it 
cannot be neceſſary to purſue it further. Turn we, then, with 
a becoming impatience to contemplate the full force of the 


text, as intended to expreſs the unbounded bleſſedneſs of 


practical Oy.) 


That bleſſedneſs may be traced to many diſtin ſources ;— 
to thoſe inward diſpoſitions of the ſoul which form the foun- 
tain of benevolence—to the actual employments by which 
that benevolence is gratihed—to thoſe conſcious ſatisfactions, 
thoſe happy ſenfations which live in late remembrance, when 
a charitable action has been duly performed to that healthful 
influence which the exerciſe of charity will have in improving 


the enjoyments of our preſent exiſtence and laſtly, to an 


anticipating 


E 

anticipating ſenſe or foretaſte of thoſe bleſſings with which a 
God of mercy will hereafter reward it! Theſe ſeveral ſources 
unitedly contribute to the exceilive bleſſedneſs of giving; and 


while other arguments abundantly enforce it as our duty, theſe 


prove it to be equally our intereſt, 


To illuſtrate theſe ſources more diſtinctly, yet ſo as to 
avoid an unreaſonable treſpaſs upon your time and attention, let 
us conſider a fingle ſketch (one inſtance out of thouſands too 
frequently realized) which may at once include the reſpective 
ſituations of the giver and the receiver, as applied to the 
nature of the preſent occaſion. 


- Imagine then, that painful but common occurrence, the 
diſtreſs of a fellow-creature, the victim of ſome dreadful un- 
foreſeen accident, (to which we ſhould remember how liable 


we all are, but efpecially the labouring and poorer claſſes of 


ſociety) imagine the ill-fated ſufferer proſtrate on the ground, 


and ſtunned, and bruiſed, and bleeding ;—at firſt perhaps in- 
capable of motion, and poſſibly receiving a ſhort ſuſpenſion of 


his agonies from the very exceſs of their violence! Life, how- 
ever, after ſome interval, now ſtruggles to return, He is alive 
again to all the horrors of his ſtate.— To all of them Not 


yet perhaps not yet apprized of the full extent of his mis- 


fortune! He at length would ſtrive to raiſe himſelf from the fa- 
tal ſpot— then, alas! he finds what more pa broken or disjointed 


limb; the ſhattered bone, how can it ſuſtain him; and even 
the friendly hand of that kind aſſiſtant who would willingly 


ſave 


[ * ] 


ſave him, half-uplifted, from the miſery of a ſecond fall, may 
probably diſcover ſome additional bruiſe, or ſome additional 
fracture! Mean time, the drooping cripple, conſcious of his 
poverty, and reflecting that his utmoſt induſtry has hitherto | 
been requiſite for the bare means of ſubſiſtence, whereas now 
that induſtry is reduced to impotence, while his neceſſities and 
feelings only aggravate each other,—is carried—a ſad ſpecta- 
cle—(whither elſe could he be carried) to his own altered 
habitation! No longer his accuſtomed ſcene of comfort,—it 
echoes with a wife's diſtreſs, and with all the ſorrows of a 
helpleſs family !—How imperfect is language for a theme like 
this! What unſpeakable wretchedneſs, and dumb deſpair ! 


Let us haſten then to other colours in the propoſed picture! 


Let us mark the power of thoſe cauſes to which we have 
W Br0g the bleſſedneſs of giving: Let us ſee their happy pro- 


greſs in the caſe before us.—Charity approaches with an eager | 


ſtep: She raiſes, ſhe conſoles the ſufferer She points to her 


own manſion (the manſion which you have given her) for 
the ſupply of his wants—the alleviation of his pains—the 
reparation of his bitter calamities! Here then I appeal already to 
yourſelves, for the full illuſtration of that bleſſedneſs, which 
the inward diſpoſitions of the ſoul are thus ready to ſupply !— 


Imagine, or rather feel, their powers at the preſent moment. 
Each of you, by whoſe bounty that manſion is ſupported, _ 
may contemplate with conſcious and appropriate pleaſure, the 


foregoing attitude and character of charity, and cannot but ex- 


. - - perience 


1 
anticipating ſenſe or foretaſte of thoſe bleſſings with which a 
God of mercy will hereafter reward it! Theſe ſeveral ſources 


unitedly contribute to the exceſſive bleſſedneſs of giving; and 


while other arguments abundantly enforce it as our duty, theſe 
prove it to be equally our intereſt, 


To illuſtrate theſe ſources more diſtinctly, yet ſo as to 
avoid an unreaſonable treſpaſs upon your time and attention, let 
us conſider a fingle ſketch (one inſtance out of thouſands too 
frequently realized) which may at once include the reſpective 
ſituations of the giver and the receiver, as * to the 
nature of the preſent occaſion. 


Imagine then, that painful but common occurrence, the 


diſtreſs of a tellow-creature, the victim of ſome dreadful un- 
foreſeen accident, (to which we ſhould remember how liable 
we all are, but efpecially the labouring and poorer clafſes of 
ſociety) imagine the ill-fated ſufferer proſtrate on the ground, 


and ſtunned, and bruiſed, and bleeding ;—at firſt perhaps in- 
capable of motion, and poſſibly receiving a ſhort ſuſpenſion of 
his agonies from the very exceſs of their violence! Life, how- 


ever, after ſome interval, now ſtruggles to return, He is alive 
again to all the horrors of his ſtate —To all of them Not 
yet perhaps not yet apprized of the full extent of his mis- 
fortune! He at length would ſtrive to raiſe himſelf from the fa- 
tal ſpot then, alas! he finds - ,hat more pa broken or disjointed 
limb; the ſhattered bone, how can it ſuſtain him; and even 
the friendly band of that kind aſſiſtant who would willingly 


ſave 
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ſave him, half-uplifted, from the miſery of a ſecond fall, may 
probably diſcover ſome additional bruiſe, or ſome additional 
fracture! Mean time, the drooping cripple, conſcious of his 


poverty, and reflecting that his utmoſt induſtry has hitherto 


been requiſite for the bare means of ſubſiſtence, whereas now 
that induſtry is reduced to impotence, while his neceſſities and 
feelings only aggravate each other,—is carried -a ſad ſpecta- 


cle—(whither elſe could he be carried) to his own altered 
| habitation! No longer his accuſtomed ſcene of comfort, —it 


echoes with a wife's diſtreſs, and with all the ſorrows of a 


helpleſs family !—How imperfe& is language for a theme like 


this! What unſpeakable wretchedneſs, and dumb deſpair ! 


Let us haſten then to other colours in the propoſed picture! 
Let us mark the power of thoſe cauſes to which we have 
aſſigned the bleſſedneſs of giving: Let us ſee their happy pro- 


greſs in the caſe before us—Charity approaches with an eager 


ſtep:—She raiſes, ſhe conſoles the ſufferer—She points to her 


own manſion (the manſion which you have given her) for 
the ſupply of his wants—the alleviation of his. pains—the 
reparation of his bitter calamities! Here then I appeal already to 
yourſelves, for the full illuſtration of that bleſſedneſs, which 


the inward diſpoſitions of the ſoul -are thus ready to ſupply !— 


Imagine, or rather feel, their powers at the preſent moment. 


Each of you, by whoſe bounty that manfion is ſupported, 
may contemplate with conſcious and appropriate pleaſure, the 
foregoing attitude and character of charity, and cannot but ex- 
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perience thoſe emotions of ſoul which conſtitute one ſource of 
the bleſſedneſs of giving! 


See again the ſame amiable form of charity in the actual 


practice of her benevolent precepts. See her, (and you virtu- 
ally behold yourſelves) attendant at the bed of wretchedneſs, 


aſſiduous in adminiſtering the proper remedies—in applying the 


beſt means—in binding up the painful wound, ** pouring in 


oil and wine,” —Imagine her joy in perceiving the gradual 
return of eaſe and comfort, in conſequence of her exertions:— 


Imagine her delight in watching the . re-eſtabliſh- 


ment of health and ſtrength! 


Here again, I would rather refer myſelf to the feelings of 
each charitable heart, than intrude with inadequate expreſſions 


to ſupport a plain axiom—that the offices of charity in them- 


ſelves are a gratification and a recompenſe; Jo ſecond. ſource 


of the bleſſedneſs of giving! 


How great, how exquiſite is that ſenſation. (and that ſen- 


ſation is offered to us all) which ariſes from an act of poſitive 


beneficence: It is literally ſelfiſh to be charitable; and who will 


not ſhew himſelf in one inſtance juſtifiably and laudably ſelf- 


intereſted, when the motive of ſelf-intereſt ſo often prevails in 
matters of a doubtful or a blameable deſcription! Let us only 


reflect what expenſes are incurred in the preſent ſcenes of 


amuſement and feſtivity around us, to gratify a ſecondary 
_ pleaſure 
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pleaſure in the conteſt of a race, the gaiety of an aſſembly, 
or the ſuperfluities of a feaſt! 


We are now arrived at a more pleaſing point of view, the 
happy conſequence produced by this divine work of charity, not 
only to herſelf, but to the object of her kind attentions. See 
him reviving—reſcued—and reſtored! See him returning (as 
it were) a ſecond time to life; literally living under God's 


| bleſſing, by the bounty of his fellow-creatures! See him re- 
turning to his honeſt labour; enabled through your means to 


illuſtrate in himſelf, the merits of the inſtitution, and to give 
a grateful evidence of its right application, He returns, (and 
which of your pleaſures can repay you like this) he returns 
to his own dwelling, now no longer comfortleſs; reſtored to 
that family whoſe tears are now flowing from gratitude, not 
grief; reſtored to be the bleſſing and ſupport of thoſe whoſe 


ſufferings had doubled his ſorrow, and whoſe welcome en- 


hances his joy! 


1 then I refer you to that thind ſource of bleſſedneſs, 


thoſe conſcious ſatisfactions, thoſe happy ſenſations which live 


in late remembrance, when a charitable action has been duly 


performed! The rapture which flows from ſo ſweet a reflec- 


tion will extend itfelf to your lateſt moments, increaſing and 
improving with age! To have been a glad contributor to 
the extent of your power, in relieving real objects of charity, 
(and ſuch are the victims of bodily and mental diſeaſe) will 
7 be 


1 
be found an occaſion of eſſential comfort, while memory retains 
her ſeat. It will ſhed an unclouded ray of conſolation when 
many more coſtly delights ſhall be utterly exploded; and when 
earthly memorials ſhall ceaſe to acknowledge the good deed 


of the Samaritan, his recompenſe will not be forgotten. 
Emblazoned in immortal characters, his name ſhall ſhine as 
the *©* brightneſs of the firmament,” and, Verily I wad unto 


vou, He Hall in no wiſe loſe his reward.“ 


The two remaining ſources of the bleſſedneſs of giving, 
will come, not improperly, under the ſame point of view. — 


Theſe are, the healthful influence which charity diffuſes, in 


improving the enjoyments of our preſent exiſtence, and the 
anticipating ſenſe or foretaſte of thoſe bleſſings, with which a 
God of mercy will hereafter reward It, 


It is no ſoleciſm to aſſert that charity is conducive to our 
very health and well-being. There is an intimate connexion, 


we know, between the ftate of the mind and the conſtitution 
of the body, Care, paſſion, and diſquietude debilitate the one 
as they diſturb the other; while a ſofter temper of the ſoul, 


a cheerful and ſerene frame of mind, will promote the hap- 
pieſt effects upon the bodily conſtitution. Hence follow the 
fole means of reliſhing all temporal enjoyments, the comforts 
and the bleſſings of our preſent exiſtence;—And is there any 


chord in the texture of the ſoul, ſo ſweetly reſponſive, ſo 


alive to harmony, ſo replete with notes of ſalutary rapture, as 


that 
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that which vibrates at the touch of charity? Surely there are 
powers of excluſive excellence, there is a magic in the deeds 
of charity, enabling the enraptured heart to reap happineſs in 
the very act of planting it, and to receive by the very act of 
beſtowing! It has a charm to annihilate every ruder paſſion 
of the ſoul ;—it ſpreads itſelf like oil upon the troubled 
waters, inducing a delightful calm! It corrects every uneaſy 
ferment, it diſpoſes the whole frame, as well bodily as mental, 


to a perfect ſtate of ſerenity and peace! 


Such are the more viſible, the more immediate effects of 
this divine temper, conſidered in its influence on our preſent 
exiſtence ;—but when it is remembered from what ſource it 


came, by whoſe ſpotleſs example it is abundantly enforced, * 
and to what regions it is immediately directed, we may well 


indulge a ſtill higher panegyric ! ! Did it not diſplay itſelf 


with peculiar luſtre, even in the bright example of our Lord 


and Saviour? Does it not poſſeſs a brilliant pre-eminence, 
even in the ſplendid catalogue of chriſtian precepts? Does it 
not in practice uplift the human ſoul to the higheſt eminence 


of ſpiritual enjoyment which its preſent ſituation is capable of 
reaching; to ſomething above mortal? thus literally giving 


an anticipating ſenſe, a foretaſte of thoſe bleſſings with 


which a God of mercy will hereafter reward it?” 


The concluding inference from what has been advanced, 


will be drawn, as. I have ſaid, to its beſt adyantage, by the 


operation | 


E 

operation of thoſe principles which have brought you to this 
place. Religion and charity, thoſe inſeparable companions, 
will amply ſupply what muſt now be omitted through the 
inability of their advocate, in this imperfe&t diſcharge of my 
important commiſſion. But I would beſeech you, as the 


higheſt perſonal favour, and by every liberal conſideration 
which has power to expand the heart, do not let inferiour 
objections, or doubts, or excuſes, obſtruct the full tide of 


genuine benevolence ! ; 


Let nothing interfere, I entreat you, with the intereſt of 
| thoſe united objects which conſtitute at once ſuch a glory and 
a bleſſing to us all! Let no private diſſentions, no public 
animoſities, no ſelfiſh prejudice intrude to damp. the ardor of 
the generous heart, or check its effuſions in a cauſe like 
this! Recollect how much depends upon your individual 
contributions. Think only what extenſive comforts you have 
now the power of affording by your fingle as well as joint 
exertions:—And ſhould it happen (as I truſt in God it will) 
that an impulſe at this moment ſhould prompt you to prepare 
ſome fortunate increaſe of the intended benefaction, O gratify 


the kind ſuggeſtion; indulge the free enlargement of that 


tribute which is thus repaid with tenfold intereſt into your 
own boſoms! Believe me it will give you a refined and 


ſolid ſatisfaction, which outlives the treaſures of this periſhable 


world! You become, as it were, (if I may preſume to uſe 


the expreſſion) a ſort of viſible providence on earth, by ſuc- 


couring 
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couring the poor and needy, as the faithful ſtewards of your 


maſter's bounty! O then, let not the over-cautious reaſonings 


of a timid economy withhold the addition of another talent; 
where competence can ſupply the means; but rather let us 
think, in that heſitating moment, that additions, trivial 
themſelves and immaterial to us (individually conſidered) are 
ſtill capable of forming a collective good of the moſt impor- 
tant nature: — that little indeterminate increaſe for which I am 
now pleading, may be found in its conſequences moſt eſſen- 


tially beſtowed—may be found the preciſe means of furniſh-- 


ing more comfort to wretchedneſs, a ſmoother pillow to the 
aching head! Will it then be given or remembered with 


regret ? Shall we think it an addition unwiſely beſtowed 2— 


Or rather is not the mere. chance propoſed, a chance well 


| worthy of our purchaſe; nay, the certainty of adding ſuch a 


deed as may enhance the bleſſedneſs of the former gift, and 
without a perceptible difference to the competent Donors, 


may furniſh a moſt ſenſible difference to the wretched 


Receivers ! | 


'The ſtate of the charity, is, moreover, critical, It has 


made, of late years, a glorious endeavour, (ſuperadded to its 


wonted efforts) to relieve that greateſt of all human calami- 


ties, the affliction of diſordered reaſon.! In the true ſpirit of 


its high-born principles, it is impatient of any limitation to its; 
bounty, towards the many ſufferers who ſeek its protection, 
(an illuſtration this of its wants and its utility) and has nobly 


attempted an enlargement of its powers, in an inſtance which 


challenges our warmeſt applauſe, admiration and ſupport! 


Then 


* 


Then is it not a melancholy thought, that an inſtitution 
of ſuch various merits ſhould be heard to complain of an in- 
adequate income and defective reſources! Can it be obſerved, 
without the deepeſt concern, that where the fountain is fo 


pure, the ſupply ſhould be ſcanty, and the ſtream intercepted ! | 
that its uſeful deſigns ſhould ſuffer a reduction, and that even 


its exiſtence ſhould be in one reſpect endangered! Shall that 
arm be cut off which is fondly extended to ſoothe the ſorrows 
of the poor maniac, and to bring him back to peace and 
reaſon? Shall the baſe of charity bear a mutilated ſtatue ? 


Need I intimate more fully, then, to the afluent and the 
humane, how acceptable a deed it were, in the fight of man, 


in the ſight of God, to reſcue and befriend theſe various and 
important objects, by ſuch donations during life, and by ſuch 
| legacies in death, as the reſpective means of every benefac- 


tor may properly allow? I forbear to preſs the ſuggeſtion 


further; but I earneftly pray to God that the idea may be 


i favourably noticed, and the wiſh eftectually realized by many 


| who now hear me! 


I do not multiply my pleadings, where I am unwilling 


to believe them requiſite, We are aſſembled, no doubt, with 


a previous conviction of the merits of the cauſe before us, 


and ſufficiently defirous of giving our beſt help to its excel- 


lent intentions. — Nor is it only the profeſſed intention, but 
the actual conduct of this diſtinguiſhed charity, which juſti- 
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fies the ſtrongeſt language of commendation, and merits the 
moſt liberal fupport of benevolence !—lt is conducted by many 
characters, unqueſtionably competent, eminently zealous, atten- 
tive, faithful. —It is provided with medical aſſiſtance of the 
moſt reſpectable deſcription; not only in its neareſt neighbour- 
hood, but within its very walls, that nothing may be hazarded, 
that a moment of unneceſſary ſuffering may never be experienced 
in caſes of the moſt ſudden emergency: It ſcorns, in the in- 
ſtances of unexpected accident, to wait for the proceſs of 
regular recommendation: to be the victim of ſudden calamity 
is in itſelf a powerful, an ample claim! It is provided alſo 
with requiſite attendants in every department: It is governed 
by the moſt uſeful and ſalutary regulations in every article N 
of proviſion, convenience and propriety. | 


Nor is it leſs an aſylum for the wounded ſoul:— while the 
poor apply to you in ſearch of health temporal, they are 
aſſiduouſly and ably directed to find health eternal! The 
hand of affliction awakens them to piety, and a faithful guide 
receives them to convert their preſent ſorrow into future joy; 
to improve their houſe of mourning into a temple of religion! 
It is, indeed, an inſtitution which verifies every promiſe, and 

which realizes every wiſh. of genuine uncorrupted charity! 
Economy and generoſity here find their exact limits, and there- 
by enhance the merits of each other. Generoſity prepares the 
gift: Economy ſtamps its value! It is here, then, that every 
benevolent boſom, very” charitable hand may indulge the 
aſſurance 12 
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ance of well-direted bounty! The very mite will be 
tc its trueſt advantage, and we know that if the 
Siver can afford no more, that mite will be found of ineſti> 
value l-It is here, in ſhort, that every one of what 
ability ſoever, if he give but cheerfully according to his 
ET means, may ſecurely gratify the beſt feelings of his nature; 
i way preſent a righteous offering at the altar of humanity, 
And thay: return to his own home with the unſpeakable en- 
joyment of thoſe conſcious emotions which ariſe from the cer- 
tainty of doing a good action! | 
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80 may vo all depart hence with bleſſedneſs! not im- 
| poveriſned but enriched ;—enriched with heartfelt gratifications 
_ —enflched- with the treaſure of a good conſcience—enriched 
* with the prayers and benedictions of many a diſtreſſed fellow- 
| *feature—enriched with the bleſſing . 
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